Use of the ICF in dysphagia management.
The evaluation and intervention of persons with dysphagia represents a significant percentage of speech-language pathologists' caseloads in medical settings. Because of its overtly medical nature, there has been considerable focus dealing with the direct physical health aspects of dysphagia management. This article argues that the use of the World Health Organization's International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) by clinicians can expand and greatly enhance the outcomes for persons with dysphagia. The different components of the ICF are discussed in relation to dysphagia assessment and management. The article concludes by noting that speech-language pathologists can use the ICF framework beneficially to justify and strengthen their role in the management of dysphagia.